
   

 

 10:00                SMEs in FP7 and Horizon 2020     

                         Karin Wikman, Tekes 

 

10:30                Project and proposal preparation (Research for the benefit of SMEs)   

                         Deirdre Furlong, REA  

 

11:30                Case Gasera Oy - project presentation     

                         Jukka-Pekka Kotro, CFO Gasera Oy    

                                 

12:00                Lunch break  

 

13:00                Project implementation (Research for the benefit of SMEs)    

                         Deirdre Furlong, REA  

 

14:00                Evaluator's comments     

                         Martti Huolila, NCP, Tekes   

 

14:30                Discussion    

 

Training day for FP7 - Research for the Benefit of SMEs  
25.10.2011 Helsinki 

 

 



• Introduction to  

o EU Funding principles 

o SMEs in FP7 

• Finnish SMEs in FP7 

• Projects & partner search 

• Advise & support 



EU-funding, basic principles 

CIP-program 

Applications to Brussels Distributed nationally 

Media 

Marco  

Polo 

Life+ 

Culture 

Tekes & FP7 support system Enterprise Europe 

Structural funds 
FP7 

Eureka 

Eurostars 

http://www.rakennerahastot.fi/rakennerahastot/fi/index.jsp
http://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/home.do
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mondo.fi/files/imagecache/Mondo/continent_images/174_belgia_bryssel_72dpi.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mondo.fi/country_destination/172/view_story/363&usg=__qHoOsNb0TRNpvQnOoWJPdhST1zc=&h=300&w=480&sz=29&hl=fi&start=4&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=pYJ092Ts1VJhyM:&tbnh=81&tbnw=129&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbryssel%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfi%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://kauppa.luontokuva.org/images/Vallas_Suomi%2520ilmasta_kansi_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http://kauppa.luontokuva.org/product_info.php%3Fproducts_id%3D40&usg=__DddnEfbUX_r4keN9Kr6XuDmXDjo=&h=500&w=500&sz=214&hl=fi&start=25&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=XwtNuhLQ0nXTFM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsuomi%26start%3D21%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfi%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26ndsp%3D21%26tbs%3Disch:1


 7. Framework Programme (54 mrd) research & development 

 CIP-Programme (4 mrd, Competitiveness and Innovation) market 

verifications and replications,technology transfer ...(not R&D)  

 

FP7 and CIP? 

COOPERATION: 

VALMIUDET: PEOPLE: IDEAS (ERC): 

1.  Health 

2.  Food, agriculture, biotechnology 

3.  ICT 

4.  Nanosciences, materials, new prod. tech 

5.  Energy 

6.  Environment and climate change 

7.  Transport (incl. Aeronautics) 

8.  Soc-econ. sciences and humanities 

9.  Security  

10. Space research 

-  froniter 

research 

-  Marie Curie 
- Infrastructures 

- SMEs (incl 

Eurostars) 

- Regions of 

Knowledge 
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  SMEs in FP7 

COOPERATION: 32,2 mrd 

CAPACITIES: 4,2 mrd PEOPLE: 4,6 mrd IDEAS: 7,5 mrd 

1. Health 

2. Food, agriculture, biotechnology 

3. ICT 

4. Nanosciences, materials, new prod. tech 

5. Energy 

6. Environment and climate change 

7. Transport (incl. Aeronautics) 

8. Soc-econ. sciences and humanities 

9. Security  

10.Space research 

-”investigator-driven” 

research projects 

- ERC 

- Marie Curie Actions - Infrastructures 

- Research for SMEs 

- Regions of knowledge 

- Research potential 

- Science in society 

- INCO 

 

 

Strategic, challenging R&D-projects 

15 % - target 

75% funding rate 

 top down topics 

 
 SME friendly topics, targeted calls… 

 One file with all Work Programs +  

    list of SME-topics” 

      

Need for resources? 

Industry-Academia schemes (IAPP) 

 ITN, IRSES.. 

Bottom-up!  Economic impact for SMEs!  
 

1. Outsourcing schemes 
 Funding for buying R&D services 

 Research for SMEs/Associations/Demo 

 Results & IPR for SMEs 
 

2. Eurostars 

 National + Comission funding 

Technology 

Platforms 

(ETP) 



Percentage of EU Contribution going to SMEs

FP7-Cooperation Programme, Signed Grant Agreements

Mid September 2011 -  FP7-COOP-Themes: 14,4% 

10,6%

8,6%

14,6%

22,6%

18,3%

8,9%

16,6%

4,7%

13,4%

20,2%

14,4%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

15/09/2011 10,6% 8,6% 14,6% 22,6% 18,3% 8,9% 16,6% 4,7% 13,4% 20,2% 14,4%

HEALTH KBBE ICT NMP ENERGY ENV TPT SSH SPA SEC TOTAL



Themes - % € going to SMEs per country – EU-15 

THEMES

% of the EU contribution going to SMEs 

EU-15 - 1 April 2011

22%

13%
15%

16%

10%

14%

22%

19%

12% 12%

14%14%15%

21%

18%

12%

0%

5%

10%

15%
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25%

THEMES 22% 18% 13% 15% 16% 15% 10% 14% 21% 14% 22% 12% 19% 12% 12% 14%

AT BE DE DK EL ES FI FR IE IT LU NL PT SE UK
EU-

15
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 Committee Members:  
 Karin Wikman (Tekes) 

 Kenneth Nyholm (Tekes, Pirkanmaan ELY-keskus) 

 

 National Contact Points, NCPs:  
 Martti Huolila (Tekes, Varsinais-Suomen ELY-keskus) 

 Heini Günther (Keski-Suomen ELY-keskus) 

 (Karin Wikman) 



Maintain and strengthen the EU’s SME specific  R&D measures 
• Unique niche (bottom-up, outourcing, SMEs with limited R&D capacity). Best organized as a 

Community initiative and not through existing national/regional initiatives nor offered via existing 

inter-governmental initiatives or ART 169-like measures 

Business objectives to be strengtened  
• A) SME needs test: ”business case” separately evaluated. B) RTD performers to share risk. C) 

SMEs to drive projects. D) Enhance exploitation by including demonstration acivities 

Keep SMEs at the heart of the project 
• Projects where the original idea came from the SMEs more likely to result in commersial 

outcomes. Crusial that SMEs play an active role, validate interim results, influence with go/no go 

decisions 

SMEs increase their competitivness 
• 35% of SMEs claim that their economic standing had been raised as a result of the project. Other 

benefits knowledge, market insight, networking, visibility etc 

Participation boost SME research capabilities 
• Participating SMEs increse R&D budgets, involvment in successful projects enocurage to apply 

for further EU funding. 38% had already done, 17% planning to do so 

Project consortia=lasting partnerships 
• 90% continue cooperation with partners from home country, 57% with foreign 

Flexibility and transparency needed on IPR 
• Joint ownership complicates exploitation. SMEs need to be fully  engaged from the outset 

Impact Assesment ,SME Specific measures 

Key findings and recommendations 



7 tips for a successful project 

1. Commitment is key! 

2. Pick the right partners 

3. Select a strong leader 

4. Respect SMEs’ business needs 

5. Play fair on IPR 

6. Strengthen SME involvment 

7. Keep it personal 

11 



Work Programme 2012, SME Specific Measures 

Research for SMEs & Research for SME Associations 

 Dead-line 6.12.2011, Research for SMEs 150 Meur, Research for SME 

Associations 50 Meur 

 “The programme aims at supporting SMEs or SME associations in need of 

outsourcing research”..“achieving results with a clear exploitation potential “ 
 

Demonstration action 

 20 Meur, dead-line 6.12.2011 

 For FP7 Research for SMEs projects, to demonstrate and verify results  
 

Eurostars 

 Next cut off date 30.3.2012. For research intensive SMEs. Minimum 2 

countries, SMEs as lead partner (Tekes max 5 Meur (RTD performers max 100 

000 euro/project) 
 

Tenders: 2 Meur for Impact Assessments 

 

 



Work Programme: 

 A strong commitment and active involvment of SMEs will ensure the project meets its 

objectives. Evaluators will be instructed to ”test” the SME needs of the project... 

provide strong guarantees that the research and innovation ambitions of the SMEs 

and the RTD-performers will be reconciled from the outset. 

  It should also be highlighted that each project must include a convincing business 

case on how investment in the research or demonstration will lead to a clear benefit 

for the SMEs.  

 SMEs are provided with the necessary funds to buy research from RTD providers 

(universities, research centres, etc.) .This is done by subcontracting against market 

conditions in a customer/seller-relationship laid down in the so called ‘transaction’. 

The SMEs remain at all times responsible for the outcome/results of the project.  

 The expected outcome should be innovative including new or improved products, 

processes or services with a distinct market potential. Project proposals: should 

include a comprehensive business case and demonstrate a clear economic impact 

for the SME participants, improving their competitiveness by creating new or 

expanding existing markets. Collaboration and networking at EU level should 

enhance their access to markets and customers. 

   The expected impact should be clearly described both at qualitative and quantitative 

level, providing where possible an indication of the economic impact, e.g. on 

turnover, employment, target markets and market improvements as well as expected 

patent applications or licence agreements. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DM 285968 

05-2007 Copyright © Tekes 

Transaction* •*Kirjanpidollinen 

tapahtuma, 

oikeustoimi: 

KAUPPA 

• ”Transaction” 

syrjäyttää 

tukisopimuksen  

C-osan ”IPR-

määräykset” 

 

RTD SME 

Remuneration = € 

Results (IPR) 



Statistics 

 



Propo-

sals 

2.   

stage 
Main 

list 
Succes

s rate 

FI 

Propo-

sers 
2. 

stage 
FI  main 

list 
Success 

rate Coord 

Research for 

SMEs 2007 663 - 98 14,8 % 65 - 12 18,5 % 1 

2008 592 - 99 16,7 % 61 - 11 18,0 % 1 

2009 660 - 132 20,0 % 75 - 20 26,7 % - 

2010 742 - 111 15,0% 93 - 18 19,4% 

Research for 

SME 

Associations 2007 155 83 26 31,3 % 11 1 9,1 % -  

2008 367 138 45 32,6 % 73 28 10 35,7 % - 

2010 144 - 40 27,8% 
 

24 - 3 12,5% 



Partner search 

 



www.tekes.fi/eu 





 Research for SMEs-ohjelma! 

www.tekes.fi/partners 

www.ncp-sme.net  
Syksyllä 2010 n 100 avointa projektiehdotusta 

44 kiinnostunutta yritystä/tutkimustahoa 

24 kiinnostunutta yritystä/tutkimustahoa 

10 kiinnostunutta yritystä/tutkimustahoa 



Tools 

 



 





Advise & Support 



Advise & Support 

 SME NCPs & Committee Members 

 

 EUTI - EU Research and Innovation Programmes at Tekes 
 The unit serves as a information point for FP7 in Finland - coordinates 

the National Contact Point network in Finland 

 Webpages, electronic newsletters, publications, training for Finnish 
stakeholders  

 Analyzes statistics on FP participations 

 www.tekes.fi/eu 

 

 Training Days 

 FP7 financial issues 26.10 

 Consortium agreements 23.11 

 

  Other service providers & consultants 


